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College Mission . . . 
 

Building on a foundation of Christian values, the mission of Aitken College is to enable students to become informed and 
compassionate members of the wider community by inspiring academic achievement and creativity, nurturing self worth, 
encouraging environmental responsibility and committing to service with and for others.  
 

  
Important Diary Dates for 2017 

Tue 25 Apr ANZAC Day 
Mon 12 Jun Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
Tue 20 Jun Report Writing Day (student free) 
Fri 30 Jun Term 2 concludes 
Mon 24 Jul Term 3 commences 
Tue 15 Aug Parent Teacher Interviews (Prep–12) 
Thu 24 Aug Parent Teacher Interviews (Prep–12) 
Fri 25 Aug Professional Learning Day (student free) 
Fri 22 Sep Term 3 concludes 
Fri 29 Sep AFL Grand Final Public Holiday (office closed) 
Mon 9 Oct Term 4 commences 
Mon 6 Nov Mid Term Break 
Tue 7 Nov Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 
Fri 24 Nov Report Writing Day (student free) 
Thu 7 Dec Presentation Night (Years 3 to 12) 
Wed 13 Dec Term 4 concludes 

 

From the Principal 
 
Welcome back to Term 2. This term is one for consolidating academic studies and also busy with many co-curricular 
activities for students which broadens their experiences. These activities which include House events, sporting, cultural, 
performing arts, visual arts, languages, sciences, humanities, technology and the list goes on, provide a breadth of hands-
on activities in which students can engage. They also include competitions, displays, excursions and camps. 
 
The Parents and Friends Association are busy organising the Mothers Day Breakfast and Mothers Day Stall; please support 
this initiative. Last year over 250 breakfasts were made and the primary students enjoyed the opportunity to purchase gifts 
for mothers, grandmothers, aunts or another significant person in their lives. See flyer on My Aitken, Resources, Parents, 
Parents & Friends.  
 
The newly completed Prep Rubberised Play Area funded by the 
Parents and Friends Association and completed over the holidays has 
been keenly enjoyed by the younger students. Thank you to our 
community for your contribution.  
  
Research shows that parental engagement in student learning is important for success. It was great to see the large numbers 
of parents who attended the recent parent teacher interviews and who are engaging in the My Aitken Learning Platform. 
Primary parents have the opportunity to come along next week and receive some hints on how to assist their children with 
their learning.  It is not too late to return the reply slip if you are attending. 
 
Our ANZAC Service was held with past student, Coby McTaggart, 2017 Hume City Council Young Citizen of the Year 
giving the address. The focus was on the importance of community service, linking it to the service contributions of 
medical personnel in the wars – nurses, doctors, aides and assistants. It is important to reflect on the major contributions 
made by those who served so that we can live in a free and democratic society.  

Mrs Josie Crisara 
Principal 

 

Term 2 18 April to 30 June 
Term 3 24 July to 22 September 
Term 4 9 October to 13 December 

Term Dates for 2017 

Thought: “If I were given the opportunity to present a gift to the next 
generation, it would be the ability for each individual to learn to 
laugh at him/herself.” Charles Schulz 
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Parent Information Evening: how to support school learning at home 
 

When: Wednesday 26 April, 7.30pm 
Where: Aitken College Library 
Who: For parents of primary school students 

 
The home-school partnership is a crucial aspect of a child’s learning journey. While teachers prepare stimulating and 
engaging lessons which are tailored to the needs of individual children, the students are at school for only about six 
hours a day. We often receive questions from parents on how they can support their children at home when they are 
practising reading or completing homework. We are offering parents the chance to get some tips and tricks directly 
from the teachers. In this 75-minute session, our Primary Learning Co-ordinators of English, Mathematics and 
Integrated Studies will offer information and suggestions for parents on how to support their children’s education.  
 
Specific information will be given about: 
• THRASS: how we teach phonics and reading  
• new approaches to learning Mathematics 
• how to support children with research and inquiry projects 
• a brief summary of NAPLAN testing 
 
The session will be held in the Aitken College Library and participants will have plenty of opportunity to ask questions. 
 
Anyone interested in attending is asked to complete the expression of interest form that will be emailed to all parents 
of primary school students at the beginning of Term 2. 

(Ms) Kerri Batch 
College Head of Learning 

 

 

From the Deputy Principal 
 
Uniform: The start of Term 2 is the time for students to change over to winter uniform. If the weather is warm during the 
first week or two, students are permitted to wear summer uniform but it is expected that all will have moved to winter 
uniform by the end of Week 2. 
 
Winter Parkas are permitted in Terms 2 and 3 but are not a replacement for the College blazer. The winter parka is only 
worn over the blazer for added warmth when outdoors (to and from school and between classes) with the exception that 
it can be worn without the blazer when playing outside during recess and lunch. 
 
Students are allowed, if they choose, to wear the short-sleeved button up shirt and tie during winter instead of long sleeves 
(preferred by many senior students). However, parents of primary students are advised to consider that it does get very 
cold and windy at Aitken during winter and children need to keep warm, so long sleeves may be preferable. 
 
Full details of uniform and grooming requirements can be found on My Aitken (under Resources/Parents). 
 
ANZAC Services: Students and staff participated in our annual ANZAC Day service on Friday 21 April. We were 
privileged to hear an address by former student, Coby McTaggart (Year 12, 2016) who was recently awarded Hume 
Council Young Citizen of the Year. 
 
Each year the College is represented at the Craigieburn ANZAC Day Service. Our representatives this year are Year 9 
student leaders, Flynn Taylor and Madeleine Lively; they will lay a wreath on behalf of the College at the service. 
 

Mr Kim Forward 
Deputy Principal 

Parents and Friends Association News 
 
Welcome to Term 2! We have a busy term ahead of us.  
 
Right from the beginning, we are asking for helpers for our Mothers Day Breakfast and Mothers Day Stall. They will be 
held on Thursday 11 May. We need helpers for breakfast set up from 6.00am. Helpers for the stall will be from 8.45am. 
Please email us at pandf@aitkencollege.edu.au if you can support this fabulous event. 
 
RSVP forms for the breakfast will be going out this week, so keep your eye out. We need to know how many to cater for, 
so get them in as soon as possible. 
 
We will keep you updated on our next pre-loved uniform sale. Thank you to everyone who has been using the donation 
bin out the front of Reception. Your donations are greatly appreciated. 
 
A big thank you also goes out to the VCAL students who, at the end of last term, packed and delivered all of the Hot Cross 
Bun orders. Without your help we would not have been able to get it all done! 
 

mailto:pandf@aitkencollege.edu.au
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Do not forget to like our Facebook page www.facebook.com/ACPAF/. We love hearing feedback so email us at 
pandf@atikencollege.edu.au. 

Mrs Allison Phelan 
Secretary - Parents and Friends Association 

Brookhill School Notices 
 
Welcome back! As Term 2 is the longest term, it is very important for the academic program. In particular, I would like 
to start by encouraging Year 12 students to renew their commitment to achieving their personal best academic results. 
 
There are several important procedural and housekeeping matters I would like families to take notice of: 
 
• All students must attend morning Homeroom. This is an important time for recording attendance and distributing 

information. Students not attending Homeroom will be issued with after school detentions. 

• Winter uniform is now compulsory. As of Monday 24 April, students must be in full winter uniform. This includes 
long trousers for boys; shorts are not part of winter uniform. 

• Families’ attention is drawn to the College’s policy on hairstyles: exaggerated hair styles are not permitted. Boys’ hair 
styles which have the sides shaved and long hair on the top are considered to be exaggerated and are not permitted at 
the College. Students presenting with exaggerated hair styles will be asked to rectify the situation, or stay home until 
the style grows out. 

• Girls’ skirts must be at, or below, knee length. Girls who roll their skirts up will be withdrawn from class for a period 
of time. 

• Students must not be consuming take-away food obtained from fast food outlets while at school. Please do not allow 
your child to arrange to have take-away food brought to them at school. 

 
Students Driving to School: Students who turn 18 and obtain their driver’s license may drive to school and park in the 
Western Staff Carpark, provided they have filled in the driving to school application form and obtained a swipe card. 
Students must not drive to school before they have completed the required paperwork, including obtaining parental 
signatures and had their application approved. 

Mr David Murphy 
Head of Brookhill 

VCAL/VET News 
 
As part of the Personal Development Skills Unit of work, the Year 12 VCAL 
students are committed to numerous community projects. A recent project has 
involved selling ANZAC Day Badges. The ANZAC Appeal has raised funds 
for years to support former and serving members of the Australian Defence 
forces and their allies and dependents when needed, as well as fostering 
respect and thanks from the nation for all those who have made sacrifices in 
Australia’s name. 

 
Mrs Jenny Lilley 

VCAL Co-ordinator 

Dunhelen School Notices 
 
Welcome back for another term. I hope that you found some time to spend with loved ones.  
 
As always, Term 2 promises to be busy with lots of activities and events already planned.   
 
The House Athletics Day will be held on Monday 24 April at Meadowglen International Athletics Stadium, McDonalds 
Road in Epping. Parents are invited to come and spend some time watching the events. As usual, parents are asked to sign 
in at the gate if attending.  
 
Our ANZAC service was held on Friday 21 April. An important ceremony which allows time for reflection and 
gratefulness. Commemorating events such as this allows the community to acknowledge the importance of the men and 
women who fought and worked to try and make the world a safer place. 
 
The Homework Club is up and running again, every Thursday at lunch. Students who need assistance or extra time to 
complete work should be encouraged to attend.  
 
High school students can often find it hard to balance their life. Please assist your child in maintaining a regular work, 
rest, study and play routine. Though they may ‘think’ they are adults and know what they are doing, high school students 
still need parental guidance and advice, whether they want to hear it or not. Feel free to check on My Aitken for any 
homework or feedback they have been given and try to maintain an interest in what they are doing. It is very pleasing to 
note that many of our students feel that they can talk openly and honestly with their parents and I encourage you all to 
keep the lines of communication open with your children. As always, please reiterate to your child that teachers are also 
willing to assist in any way they can.  
 

http://www.facebook.com/ACPAF/
mailto:pandf@atikencollege.edu.au
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Students should be in winter uniform. A reminder that the parka is an optional piece of uniform and can be worn over the 
top of the school blazer, not as a replacement for the school blazer. Students are required to wear the winter shirt and a 
tie. Girls stockings must be navy blue and in good condition. Boys should be wearing the winter trousers. Make up and 
jewellery are not permitted with the exception of one stud or sleeper per earlobe and a watch. Please ensure your child is 
attending school in the correct uniform. We are trying to encourage students to understand that any work place and the 
outside world has logical and important rules and regulations, and whether we agree or not, we should be abiding by them. 

 
Mrs Francis Scuderi  

Head of Dunhelen 
Cumberland School Notices 
 
Welcome to Term 2, which is shaping up to be a busy term. It is also going to be a long term of 11 weeks. I ask parents 
to take this into consideration as they plan events in the latter part of the term. I know students can become tired and 
emotional towards the end of most terms and with this being a longer term, they may be more so. 
 
Farewells and Welcomes: This term we sadly said farewell to Mr Stephen Brewer who was one of our Year 5 teachers. 
Mr Brewer had been with the school for nine years and has contributed greatly to its success. I know you will join with 
the staff and students in wishing him every success as he moves to his new school. Mr Will Headlam is our new Year 5 
teacher. Mr Headlam is a welcome addition to the Cumberland staff and has much to offer his class. Please introduce 
yourselves when you see him and welcome him to the Aitken College community. 
 
Year 4 Camp: The Year 4 students are off to Weekaway Camp between 10-12 May. They will be staying in log cabins 
and participate in a wide range of activities from canoeing to hut building. I have heard from staff who have been on the 
camp that everyone has a wonderful time and engage in a number of new activities. School camps are also about 
developing students’ social and personal skills; such as working as part of a team, learning to take initiative, handling 
responsibility, problem solving and taking on personal challenges. I will be going on the camp, along with the Year 4 
teachers and some additional staff. I am sure the students will return, better for the experiences. 
 
Lead up to Reporting: Last term, parents met with their child’s teachers to discuss their progress so far this year. Term 
2 is the time to encourage students to put many of the recommendations for improvement made by the teacher into action! 
If you need more ideas on how to support your child at home, your child’s class teachers have a wealth of knowledge they 
are more than willing to share. We want to work in partnership with parents in providing the best support for their child’s 
learning. 

Ms Karen McArdle 
Head of Cumberland 

Fairview School Notices 
 
Welcome to Term 2, we are expecting a wonderful and very busy term. The Prep and Year 1 children began the term with 
an intensive swimming program. We encourage the parents to continue with swimming lessons, after the initial school 
program. It is crucial children develop skills for both shallow and deep waters - water safety and swimming skills are 
essential and non-negotiable lifeskills! 
 
Let the Children Play: Play is one of the greatest experiences children can be given. It is crucial to their overall 
development. It provides them with a natural learning environment, which promotes brain development. It supports and 
develops children’s language and communication skills. We underestimate the benefits of play and how the social skills 
developed directly impact a child’s confidence and physical development; it influences how they interact with their world. 
During play, children take risks and have a go; they feel safe, secure and comfortable. As educators, we encourage young 
children to play, not only at school but also at home. A school day is a very long day, full of fun and learning and home 
life will support this process. However, when children go home from school, play and talk should be encouraged. Play 
provides down time and allows children to explore their language, emotional, social and physical development. I 
encourage parents to also join in and play with their children, they are not young for long - in a blink they will be teenagers! 
 
This quote is from John Ruskin (1819-1900) a writer from the 19th century. He has a bank of wonderful and insightful 
quotes. This quote supports the view of encouraging children to play outdoors, even in colder weather. "Sunshine is 
delicious, rain is refreshing, wind braces us up, and snow is exhilarating; there is no such thing as bad weather, only 
different kinds of good weather."  - John Ruskin (1819-1900) 
 
We include some home suggestion play activities:  
 Bingo  Snap 
 Bubble blowing  Playground equipment 
 Ball games  Outdoor and indoor imaginative play 
 Hide and seek  Dancing 
 Playdough  Quiet and shared reading 
 Memory games  Finger painting 
 Painting  Storytelling 
 Puppets and role play  Building - Lego 
 Construction/Modelling  Freeze 
 Hopscotch  Indoor bowling 
 Board games  Simon says 
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Chapel and Assembly – every Monday from 9.00am to 10.00am: Chapel service are scheduled every Monday from 
9.00am to 9.30am and it is then followed by a topic focused Assembly from 9.30am to 10.00am. We always welcome 
parents, grandparents and friends to these services. All visitors must sign in at the Chapel and Performing Arts foyer. 
 
Assembly Schedule:  
 

Week Date Day Class Share 
2 24/04/2017 1 Kerrie Neophytou 
3 1/05/2017 6 Prep K 
4 8/05/2017 1 Ms Herron 
5 15/05/2017 6 Prep J 
6 22/05/2017 1 Prep B 
7 29/05/2017 6 Year Two A 
8 5/06/2017 1 Year Two B 
9 12/06/2017 6 Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

10 19/06/2017 1 Year One A 
11 26/06/2017 6 Year One M 

Ms Kerrie Neophytou 

Head of Fairview 
Careers News 
 
On Wednesday 17 May, all Year 12 VCE students will attend the Tertiary Information Service (TIS) event at La Trobe 
University. This is an important excursion for students considering further study at TAFE or university next year, or in 
the future. It is a great opportunity for students to learn more about the options available to them post secondary school 
and to hear from a panel of experts across the tertiary sector. They will also be able to talk to representatives from most 
Victorian universities and TAFEs and to collect specific course information and brochures. Permission slips will go home 
next week. Please encourage your child to return their slip promptly. 
   
Career News 5 is now available and contains news from RMIT, Monash, ACU and La Trobe Universities, including 
details about a new degree in Media and Communication at Monash and a new double degree in Financial Planning and 
Accounting at RMIT; there is an interesting article about “The Future of Jobs”, information about the Werribee campus 
of the University of Melbourne (Veterinary Science program) Open Day, a new Diploma in Content Creation at Collarts, 
studying Health Information Management at La Trobe University, Science at RMIT, the ACU Early Achievers’ Program 
(EAP), the VCE and Careers Expo and much more. 
 
The Careers Newsletter is available via MyAitken. It can be accessed by clicking on ‘Resources’ then ‘School Life’ then 
‘Aitken News’ and then ‘Careers Newsletter’. The newsletter can be downloaded from this point.    
 
Do not forget that Ms Gibbs and Mrs Borg are available to help students with any questions they might have about careers, 
courses and pathways.  Please come and see us in Room B21 at the Careers Centre or telephone us on 9333 1866 or email 
your concerns or queries to careers@aitkencollege.edu.au. 

Mrs Clare Borg and Ms Rae Gibbs 
Careers Advisers 

Performing Arts News 
 
Welcome to Term 2. Firstly, a huge congratulations to our Performing Arts Captains, Ebony Gorlin and Korey Mehmet, 
who raised over $200 for the Lighthouse Foundation at their Captains’ Concert end of last term. Over 200 patrons were 
entertained with outstanding performances from students in Year 7 to Year 12. A fabulous evening.  
  
During the school holidays, we ventured out to Myrniong for our annual Musical 
Camp. Over the three days, we ran vocal and dance workshops as well as spent quality 
time working on scenes, choreography and character development. A special thanks 
to other staff who came along, Ms Claire Colthup, Mr Nicholas Frampton, Mrs Gail 
Sims, Mr Simon Adams, Ms Robyn Cole and Miss Stephanie Pace, as well as guest 
workshop facilitators, Ms Caroline Hawke and Mr Jacob Edmonds. The students, both 
cast and band, worked particularly hard. Footloose the Musical opens on Friday 4 
August - more information to come. 
 
Year 10 Drama students also spent time over the holidays working on the set for this year’s Middle School Play, The Wind 
in the Willows. The production is really taking shape, with opening night (Thursday 4 May) only a couple of weeks away. 
Tickets for the two performances can be purchased now via trybooking.com.  
 
The VCE Theatre Studies production, Summer of the Seventeenth Doll, also opens next month. This forms part of the 
students’ assessment and they have been working on putting it together for the most part of this semester. Tickets go on 
sale from Monday 1 May at trybooking.com. 

Ms Beth Thomson 
Acting Director of Performing Arts 

mailto:careers@aitkencollege.edu.au
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Physical Education News 
 
School Sports Victoria Senior Winter 2 Sports Day: Monday 27 March, was the second senior sport day for the year. 
Selected students from Years 11-12 represented Aitken College in Basketball and Table Tennis in the Woodlands Division 
day. Results were: 
 
Boys Basketball 

Game School Score points) Result 
1 Hume Central Secondary College 34-20 Won 
2 Roxburgh Park Secondary College 48-29 Won 
3 Gladstone Park Secondary College 66-28 Lost 

 
Girls Basketball 

Game School Score points) Result 
1 Roxburgh Park Secondary College 5-25 Lost 
2 Gladstone Park Secondary College 15-19 Lost 
3 Sirius College 24-0 Won 
4 Hume Central 11-19 Lost 

 
Boys Table Tennis 

Game School Score Rubbers) Result 
1 Gladstone Park Secondary College 6-0 Lost 

 
 
Congratulations to the boys’ hockey team who automatically progress to the Northern Metropolitan Region Finals on 
Thursday 27 July. 
 
Students and parents can keep up to date with the latest information, sports dates and rules, via the School Sports Victoria 
website www.ssv.vic.edu.au. 

Mrs Natalie McNamara 
Interschool Sports Co-ordinator 

 
 

 
Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge 

 
The Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge for 2017 has now been officially opened. This is the thirteenth year the 
challenge has been running and we are very proud to have had students involved each year. The Reading Challenge 
has helped inspire children to read more widely, more frequently and develop a love of reading. Since the Challenge 
began in 2005, over two million students have read an amazing 38 million books. 
 
The Challenge is open to all students in Year Prep to Year 10. It is a personal challenge for children involved to read a 
set number of books over six months. The Challenge for Prep to Year 2 students, requires them to read or ‘experience’ 
30 books whilst those students in Year 3 to Year 10, need to read 15 books. The Challenge runs from March until the 
end of August. All books read for the challenge will be counted towards the Aitken College Wide Reading Program 
which runs for students in Year 5 to Year 9.  
 
Children who meet the challenge will be rewarded with a certificate of achievement signed by the current Premier of 
Victoria, Mr Daniel Andrews and past Premiers who have supported the program. They will also have the opportunity 
to see their name on an honour roll.   
 
A letter inviting all students in Year Prep to Year 7 was sent home late last term and students from Year 8 to Year 10 
were invited to collect a registration form from the Library. Passwords for the Challenge site will be distributed at the 
beginning of term. If you have misplaced the registration letter, please see a member of the Library staff to collect 
another.  
 
More information about the Challenge can be found on the official website at www.education.vic.gov.au/prc. Here you 
will find comprehensive information about key dates, frequently asked questions for parents and students, guidelines 
and the 2017 Challenge book list. 

Ms Laura Capraro 
Teacher Librarian & Premier’s Reading Challenge Co-ordinator  
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http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
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AITKEN COLLEGE 
PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 
COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

FUNDRAISER 2017 

 
Thank you for submitting your applications. 

We look forward to receiving many more from our College community. 
 

ADVERTISEMENT BOOKINGS AS AT 21/04/17 
 
 

CLEANING  
– DOMESTIC &        

COMMERCIAL 
 
 
 

 

LINCOLN CLEANING 
All domestic and commercial cleaning. Specialising in carpet and rug steam cleaning, window washing, 
driveways and patios.  Please contact us for a free quote. 
 

Contact details: Eileen or Lupco Arsovski   

  m:  0412 119 168 or 0404 799 780  

  E: eileen.arsovski@hotmail.com  

 

NATURE DIRECT 

100% Indigenously sourced essential-oil based home care solutions that really work and smell great. Perfect 
for allergy, asthma and eczema sufferers or if you are wanting to replace the ‘nasties’ with affordable and 
safe alternatives. Products ranging from: cleaning concentrates – microfibre cloths, alcohol free hand 
sanitisers; commercial grade disinfectant; floor system. 
 

Contact details: Alicia Verso 
 m:  0414 588 369 

   www.naturedirect.com.au Facebook.com/naturedirectaliciaverso 

DRAWING & 
PAINTING TUITION 

 

THE ART STUDIO – Greenvale 
The Art Studio provides Drawing and Painting Tuition for students of all ages. Small personalised classes are 
run by a qualified teacher. All materials are provided for. Our aim is to encourage confidence and creativity 
in each student, as they produce beautiful take home works of art. 
 

Contact details: Silvia Parisi   

  m:  0414 466 572 

GARDEN CARE  
& MAINTENANCE 

 

GREENWORKS GARDEN CARE & MAINTENANCE 

For all your gardening needs – weeding, pruning, hedging, mowing, clearing lots, end of lease and more. 
 

Contact details: Dragan & Vesna Jankovic  

  m:  0416 427 067 

MORTGAGE 
BROKER / 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING SERVICE 

 

MORTGAGE CHOICE – PO Box 2139, Greenvale 3059 
A free service to find the best mortgage to suit you. We also provide an extensive Financial Planning 
Service for your needs. 
 

Contact details:   Chris Howitt   9333 4370      
    m: 0401 334 599 

E: chris.howitt@mortgagechoice.com.au 
     www.mortgagechoice.com.au/chris.howitt  

PRINTING 
 

 

 

       

       

  quotes@sunshineprinting.com.au         
51 Wright Street Sunshine VIC  3020  

We are a family owned and run printing business with over 30 years of experience. We are capable of 
servicing all your printing needs. We offer quality, affordability and customised printing service.  

We also print Memorial Cards and Service Books. 

http://www.naturedirect.com.au/
http://www.mortgagechoice.com.au/chris.howitt
mailto:quotes@sunshineprinting.com.au
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STOCKFEED  
& SADDLERY 

      
94A Bourke Street (corner Green Street) 
BULLA 3428 
Stockfeed, Pet Food, Saddlery,  
Farm Supplies 
 

Contact details: Kahn-Allen family   9307 1441  

 Jackie & Tony  E: sales@bullaproduce.com.au 

    www.bullaproduce.com.au  
 
 

TUTORS 

 

 
 Is Maths too hard? Do you need help with your Maths 
 homework? Would you like someone to extend your  
 mathematical knowledge? Do you need help setting a 
 strong mathematical foundation for VCE? Just give me a 
 call and through my passion, experience and teaching 
 techniques you will achieve great results. 

 Contact details:  Hany Amin   m: 0420 660 611 

 

 
oooOooo 

 

Aitken College Parents & Friends Association 

 

mailto:sales@bullaproduce.com.au
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