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College Mission . . . 
 
Building on a foundation of Christian values, the mission of Aitken College is to enable students to become informed and 
compassionate members of the wider community by inspiring academic achievement and creativity, nurturing self worth, 
encouraging environmental responsibility and committing to service with and for others.  
 

  
Important Diary Dates for 2017 

Mon  13 Mar Labour Day Holiday 
Wed  22 Mar Parent Teacher Interviews (Prep–12) 
Thu 30 Mar Parent Teacher Interviews (Prep–12) 
Thu 30 Mar Term 1 concludes for students 
Fri 31 Mar Professional Learning Day (student free) 
Tue 18 Apr Term 2 commences 
Tue 25 Apr ANZAC Day 
Mon 12 Jun Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
Tue 20 Jun Report Writing Day (student free) 
Fri 30 Jun Term 2 concludes 
Mon 24 Jul Term 3 commences 
Tue 15 Aug Parent Teacher Interviews (Prep–12) 
Thu 24 Aug Parent Teacher Interviews (Prep–12) 
Fri 25 Aug Professional Learning Day (student free) 
Fri 22 Sep Term 3 concludes 
Fri 29 Sep AFL Grand Final Public Holiday (office closed) 
Mon 9 Oct Term 4 commences 
Mon 6 Nov Mid Term Break 
Tue 7 Nov Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 
Fri 24 Nov Report Writing Day (student free) 
Thu 7 Dec Presentation Night (Years 3 to 12) 
Wed 13 Dec Term 4 concludes 

 
Thought: “What are you looking forward to in the next year? The next ten years? Isn’t it exciting to imagine all the possibilities the futre holds.” Anonymous 

 
From the Principal 
 
Welcome to a new school year. It is with excitement we receive new families to the College and welcome back current 
families to the new school year.  
 
At the Year 12 conference I spoke to students about the importance of having a goal and looking to the future, but that in 
terms of their studies they should focus on the now. This is true for all students and for you as parents. Enjoy and work 
through what your children are learning and doing now for it will pass you by really quickly.  I spoke about “Success is 
no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice and most of all, love of what you are doing or 
learning to do”.  It is important to remember that education is not just about learning facts, doing tests but rather a lifelong 
process of learning.  
 
Another way that students and parents can engage in learning is from teacher feedback and focussing on areas for 
improvement.  After piloting a new assessment and reporting process in Year 3 and Year 7 last year, we have extended 
this to the remainder of the school in 2017. Parents will be able to use the My Aitken platform to keep themselves informed 
about their child’s learning and progress with continuous feedback from teachers and use the information to discuss with 
your child. End of semester reports will be a summary of achievement levels in each subject and information on your 
child’s approaches to learning.   
 

Term 1 2/3 February to 30 March 
Term 2 18 April to 30 June 
Term 3 24 July to 22 September 
Term 4 9 October to 13 December 

Term Dates for 2017 
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At each of the first assemblies this year, I spoke to students about “Being all that you can be”. They were encouraged to 
share their talents, contribute to co-curricular activities, have a social conscience, to work collaboratively and to have a 
“Can do” attitude. It is important to share this with students and if a school culture and values are shared amongst students 
and parents this will influence outcomes through motivation and support. Thank you to those parents who attended the 
information evenings as this is a very important step in showing your children that you value their education.   
 
Previous communication spoke about our VCAL and VCE results. They were our best results so far and students, parents 
and teachers should be very proud. At the Brookhill assembly we presented students from the Year 12 Classes of 2016 
with subject awards for excellence.  The Dux for the Class of 2016, Matthew White and Julia Kerry will be awarded their 
certificates at Presentation Night in December. Subject Awards were presented to: 
 

Student Name Subject 
Alexandria Masters VCE VET - Sport and Recreation  
Annabelle Ryan Business Management and Legal Studies 
Antonie Polimeni  Physical Education  
Brian Chan Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics 
Ebony McCarthy VCE VET - Music Technical Production  
Elise Gasbarro Psychology  
Ellen Vincent Design and Technology  
Emma Bardzinski Health & Human Development  
Gabriel Canilao Design and Technology and Visual Communication & Design 
Gracie Hall Music Performance  
Han Phillips Theatre Studies  
Julia Kerry  History, Literature, LOTE (Indonesian) and Sociology 
Lachlan Harris Physics  
Malisha Peiris Accounting and Further Mathematics 
Marcus Machen VCE VET - Music Performance   
Matthew White English and Media 
Maysa Li Studio Arts  
Michelle Zackor VCE VET - Music Performance   
Rachel Shaw Biology  
Sabrina Wilson Chemistry and Physics 
Tyler Le Roy IT (Computing Informatics) 

 
At this time, the Class of 2016 are keenly discussing pathways beyond school. The graph below shows pathway 
destinations and as you can see there are many options undertaken by students and the majority undertake University and 
TAFE courses.  
 
80% of students got their first or second preference.    
 

 
 
Destination details by field of study are described below. As you can see students follow many different areas of interest.  
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We congratulate Coby McTaggart (Year 12, 2016) who is the 2017 Hume City Council Young Citizen of the Year. She 
was presented her award at the Craigieburn Hume Global Learning Centre on Australia Day for her contributions to 
community service. 
  
Capital Works  
• Some quite significant capital works were undertaken over the summer holidays, these included a new entrance 

road/gate  
• Refurbishment of half of the Dunhelen Classrooms 
• Refurbishments in Library, Science, Music 
• CPA Stage Floor Rebuild; and  
• Flood Damage Repairs to various spaces, Drama/Corridors, Technology Workshop, IT Classrooms, Maintenance 

compound and gardens as a result of the rain events after Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
A big thank you to the Property Manager and the Grounds Staff for the excellent work they did in ensuring spaces were 
ready for the start of the school year. 
 
Thank you to those parents who have put their hands up to volunteer to assist with school activities. I encourage you, if 
you have not responded, to complete the Parent Volunteer form attached to the newsletter and return it to Reception. Your 
contributions are truly valued, your children like to see you doing things for the school and it models the importance of 
volunteering, contributing and interest in their education. 

Mrs Josie Crisara 
Principal 

 
Assessment & Reporting in 2017 

 
Following the successful pilot program with Year 3 and Year 7 students in 2016, we have introduced some changes to 
Assessment & Reporting practices across the College this year. The three key components of Assessment & Reporting 
in 2017 are: 
 
• Rubric-based assessment, which informs students about their demonstrated skill level, and guides them on how to 

improve knowledge and/or skill to reach a higher level; 
• Continuous feedback to keep parents informed about their child’s academic progress, via detailed, task-specific 

information; 
• A summary end-of-semester report which indicates overall grades or achievement levels and the child’s Approaches 

to Learning which influence their learning.  
 
These changes were outlined in greater detail at the Parent Information Evenings held earlier this week and will be 
held next Monday for Fairview parents. A summary of the changes with some explanatory graphics and sample reports 
are also available for parents via https://myaitken.fireflycloud.net.au/reporting-and-assessment. 
 
Detailed information about how your children are doing in each of their subjects will appear throughout the year in the 
“Marks and Feedback” section of the site. We encourage you to take the time to consider these changes and to spend 
some time exploring the relevant sections of My Aitken. We are very excited about the increased opportunity for 
collaboration between home and school that this allows, and we hope that it is helpful to you in supporting your child 
in their academic journey.  

Ms Kerri Batch 
College Head of Learning 

 
 
From the Deputy Principal 
 
Student iPads: Students in Years 6 to 12, when connecting their iPads to the Aitken wireless network, have accepted a 
level of network management of their device; this enhances security and safety and allows deployment of apps and 
documents to all students when required.  Students’ use of the network, including incoming and outgoing internet traffic, 
websites visited and downloads, is monitored and can be tracked if inappropriate use is suspected. 
 

https://myaitken.fireflycloud.net.au/reporting-and-assessment
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House T-shirts: A reminder that the new Aitken House colour t-shirts were introduced in March 2016 and are worn for 
Physical Education lessons and House activities. There is a three-year phase-in period for all students to move to the new 
shirts. 
 
Security Cameras: A reminder that the College has a number of security cameras around the campus. These are necessary 
to help protect the College after hours and on weekends. They will also be used in any matters of inappropriate behaviour 
or vandalism that arise, or if unauthorised people are on site. 
 
My Aitken: The January email to all parents included instructions on parent access to My Aitken, the student learning 
management system.  
 
College Parent Information: In My Aitken, in the Resources/Parents section, you can find Information Booklets for the 
four schools as well as College policies, College calendar, term dates uniform requirements and canteen menu. 
 
Traffic Misdemeanors: It has been good to see nearly all drivers into the College displaying courtesy, patience and 
common sense, especially regarding children’s safety. However, there are some who do the wrong thing, particularly, the 
driver of car registration XSW 847 who held up traffic while picking up children in the middle of the road. 

 
Mr Kim Forward 
Deputy Principal 

Parents and Friends Association News 
 
Welcome back to a new year! We have lots planned for the year ahead and we are very excited about it. We have our first 
meeting for the year on Wednesday 15 February at 7.30pm in the Chapel and Performing Arts Centre seminar room 
(upstairs room P24). All welcome, come and see what we are all about. 
 
We are looking for volunteers for Thursday 23 February for a BBQ for the musical cast and their families. We also have 
a canteen for the Performing Arts Captain's concert on Wednesday 29 March. Please contact us via our email address at 
pandf@aitkencollege.edu.au if you are able to help.  
 
Our pre-loved uniform sale is scheduled for the same afternoon as the parent teacher interviews, Thursday 30 March from 
2.00pm.  
 
We look forward to a productive year. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or ideas for the year 
ahead. 

Mrs Allison Phelan 
Secretary - Parents and Friends Association 

Brookhill School Notices 
 
Year 12 Student Learning Conference: The year began for Brookhill on Thursday 2 February in the Members area at 
Moonee Valley Racecourse with the annual Year 12 Student Learning Conference. At this full day conference, Year 12 
students started the day listening to keynote speaker, Skye Melki-Wegner. Skye is a published author and highly successful 
VCE and University student, whose presentation focussed on strategies for academic success. 
 
Students then participated in study skills workshops run by Elevate Education; these are the culmination of the series of 
workshops undertaken by all Brookhill students throughout Years 10, 11 and 12. They also had seminars with College 
Counsellor, Ms Glenda Rumble, on mental wellbeing during Year 12 and with Miss Lutton and their Head of House on 
the academic side of Year 12. The conference finished off with a formal sit down dinner in the committee room, at which 
several of Aitken College’s high achieving past Year 12 students spoke to the current senior group about their experiences.  
 
Absence from School: If a student is to be absent from school, please phone the Senior School Office on 9333 9107 
before 8.30am and leave a message stating the student’s name and reason for their absence. Parents will receive a phone 
call from the Senior School Office regarding students absent for who no message has been received. If students are to be 
absent from school due to holidays parents or guardians must notify the College in writing at least two weeks prior to the 
absence. 
 
Leaving School Early: For a student to leave early, the College MUST have written permission from parents. If a student 
is leaving school early they are required to sign the Early Leaver’s Book located outside the Senior School Office.  
Students should have a signed note from their parent or guardian authorising their absence. This should be posted in the 
Senior School letterbox. If the student does not have a note authorising their absence they must be signed out by the parent 
or guardian collecting them from school. If a student is leaving the school early due to illness they must report to Sick 
Bay. 
 
Sport Uniform: It is not acceptable for a student to wear sport uniform outside PE classes. Sport uniform is not an 
alternative to regular uniform, except in situations of medical necessity. We will not be accepting notes from parents 
excusing sport uniform, unless supported by medical evidence. Please note that students cannot wear sport uniform to and 
from school. 
 

mailto:pandf@aitkencollege.edu.au
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Grooming: Please support the College with the following non-negotiable points:  
• Exaggerated hair styles, designed to attract attention (for example, shaved at the back and sides) are not permitted.  
• Hair colouring must be uniform and natural looking. 
• Piercings - students may wear a single stud or sleeper in the ear lobe. Other piercings are not permitted. A student who 

gets a non-regulation piercing will not be allowed to wear it “while it heals”. 
 
Year 12 Students: Year 12 students are reminded that they are expected to attend Homeroom each morning, even if they 
have a study class period 1. Year 12 students may sign out early if they have a study class period 5, provided they have 
lodged the appropriate permission form (signed by parents); these forms are available at the Senior School Office. 
 
Driving to School: Year 12 students with driver licences may drive to school and park in the Western Staff carpark. To 
gain permission to do so, students must obtain a Driving to School application form from the Senior School Office, 
complete this form and lodge a $50.00 deposit with the Accounts Office. Students will be briefed on this procedure in 
Assembly. 

Mr David Murphy 
Head of Brookhill 

VCAL/VET News 
 
VCAL - a head start into your career! The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning is a flexible program for students 
who have a clear career direction and offers a head start into that pathway. 
 
Congratulations to the successful Aitken College VCAL graduates from 2016 who have entered full time employment, 
are continuing with their studies or gained an apprenticeship. 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme is part of the program for Year 11 and 12 VCAL students. The Award is an 
internationally recognised and valued program that encourages and empowers young people to engage with their 
community, explore their potential and challenge themselves to achieve personal excellence. This is achieved through 
structured, independent and non-competitive voluntary activities which encourage personal discovery and growth, self – 
reliance, perseverance, responsibility and service to the community. The Award provides opportunities for young people 
to develop into mature, active citizens who will positively contribute towards society. 
 
Congratulations to the Year 12 students who received the Duke of Edinburgh’s Silver Award and to the Year 11 and 12 
students who were awarded their Bronze Award. 
 

2016 Graduates 

 
Year 11’s 
receiving 

their Duke of 
Edinburgh’s 

Bronze 
Award 

Mrs Jenny Lilley 
VCAL Co-ordinator 

Dunhelen School Notices 
 
Welcome to the 2017 school year. I trust that students and their families had a lovely holiday and are ready to start another 
busy school year. 
 
Our Year 7 students started off the year very well. They have had a very busy start and are working hard to get to know 
each other and their teachers. The camp to Phillip Island is next week and this will give them even greater opportunities 
to meet other Year 7 students and teachers. I am sure they are going to thoroughly enjoy their time on camp. 
 

First Day of High School 

 
The Dunhelen team consists of myself and three Assistant Heads of School, Mr Ben Prentice (Year 7), Mr Michael 
Patchell (Year 8) and Mrs Elpis Vlahopoulos (Year 9).  We are also very fortunate to have a wonderful group of teachers 
on the team; Miss Charlotte Beales (7B), Mr Tassie Eleftheriou (7E), Ms Christalla Koukoullides (7K), Ms Brigitte Seivers 
(7S), Mrs Jenny Shipp (7J), Mrs Linda Camilleri (8C), Mr Titus Lal (8L), Mr Cameron McGregor (8M), Mr Gordon Oreo 
(8O), Mrs Sherry Sadler (8S), Mr Luciano Bernes (9B), Mrs Caron Flynn (9F), Mr Linden Koodravsev (9K), Mr Alistair 
Shaw (9S) and Mrs Elsa Tsalapatris (9T). Please do introduce yourself to your child’s Homeroom teacher. 
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Students have settled well into the school year and I have spoken to them all about time management and organisation. In 
addition to this, I have told them that all we ask is that they try their hardest and try to stay happy. To this end, they were 
told that they should feel free to contact their teachers, Assistant Head of School or myself if they are feeling anxious or 
overwhelmed. There is really not much that we cannot work out, but we do need to be kept in the loop. Teachers are trying 
to make the transition to the next year level as smooth as possible for them, however, any concerns should be passed on 
to us.  
 
Parents should also contact teachers if they have concerns or need to discuss something. Often, it is hard to catch a teacher 
on the phone, if this is the case please email them and they will get back to you to organise a phone conversation or 
meeting. If you have concerns about your child in a particular subject, contact the subject teacher directly. Pastoral 
concerns should be brought to the attention of the Homeroom teacher, Assistant Head or myself.  
 
As you know, the middle years are ‘trying’ years that require a lot of patience, understanding and communication. Children 
at this age are trying to assert their independence, but they still need adult guidance and boundaries. Take the time to ‘try’ 
and have conversations with them, understand that friends are very important to them, help them to organise routines for 
homework and for leisure time and assist them in trying to manage school and out of school activities. It can be a difficult 
time for some parents, however, listening and empathising with your child, acknowledging their feelings and keeping all 
lines of communication open is a start to what can also be an amazing time in their lives.  
 
A gentle reminder about uniform. Students should be in correct uniform every day. Please take the time to read the Aitken 
College uniform policy, which is on the College website. Students out of uniform will receive demerits so please ensure 
that you and your child are familiar with the policy. 
 
Once again, a warm welcome to all of the Dunhelen community and I look forward to another great year. 
 

Year 7 Vaccinations in 2017 
 

The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free vaccines to Year 7 students. These vaccines provide protection 
against: 
 
• Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) – one dose  
• Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – three doses  
• Varicella (chicken pox) – one dose  
 
Parents/guardians of year 7 students should look out for the vaccine consent card booklet coming home from school 
with your child. You need to read the booklet and complete and return Part A regardless of whether your child is being 
vaccinated at school.  
 
The Hume Council immunisation service may contact you about the Secondary School Vaccine Program. Schools are 
authorised to provide basic parent/guardian contact details to local councils for this purpose. Contact the school by 28 
February 2017 if you do not want your contact details given to the Hume Council immunisation service. 
  
To learn more about the Secondary School Vaccine Program, the vaccines, the diseases they protect against, or how 
you can prepare your child for vaccination, go to betterhealth.vic.gov.au or immunehero.health.vic.gov .au 

  
Mrs Francis Scuderi  

Head of Dunhelen 
Cumberland School Notices 
 
I would like to thank everyone for making me feel so welcome. A new start can be overwhelming, but you have made it 
an enjoyable one. 
 
I would like to welcome all students and their families to the new school year, especially the Year 3 students in their first 
year at Cumberland and a small number of students who transferred here during the holidays. It is a wonderful school and 
I am sure you will enjoy your time here. I am excited about joining Aitken College and working with you in partnership 
towards improving outcomes for your children. 
 
During a student’s time at Cumberland, they will not only grow and develop physically and academically, but their social 
and personal development will undergo a number of changes as they become more independent, resilient and develop a 
growth mindset. As parents and staff, we need to prepare our children for their high school years. We want them to enter 
those years with the following:  
• A good group of friends they value and who value them in return 
• An ability to get themselves organised and manage their time well 
• An ability to think things through and make considered decisions 
• The skills of compromise, negotiation and conflict resolution 
• The ability to accept set-backs, to pick themselves up and keep going 
• To work with persistence and to grapple with problems before finding a solution 
• To believe that they ‘can’ 
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We want our children to be empowered! Therefore, the four years at Cumberland are big years in terms of this 
development. As staff and parents, we cannot do these things for them or to smooth the way so they do not encounter 
obstacles (not major ones of course!) - to do so would be to stop them developing. We need to be supportive, offer 
guidance, listen, monitor and let them work their way to achieving these skills. 
  
Please note the following dates for Term 1: 
 

February  March 
13 Chapel 

Year 6 Family Picnic 
 3 Round 3 Year 5&6 Sport 

15 Year 5 Family Picnic  6 Chapel 
16 Cumberland Swimming Carnival  7-10 Year 4 Swimming 
17 Family Photos 

Round 1 Year 5&6 Sport 
 8 Open Day 

20 Chapel  10 Round 4 Year 5&6 Sport 
21 Captains Induction Assembly  13 Labour Day Holiday 
24 Round 2 Year 5&6 Sport  14-17 Year 4 Swimming 
27 Chapel  15 Year 3-13 Fun Run 
   17 Round 5 Year 5&6 Sport 
   20 Chapel 
   22 Parent-Teacher Interviews 3.30pm - 6.00pm 
   23 Primary Cross Country 
   24 Round 6 Year 5&6 Sport 

P&F Association Movie Night 
   27 Easter Service 
   30 Parent-Teacher Interviews 3.30pm - 8.00pm 

Term 1 Ends 
   31 Student Free Day 

 
Ms Karen McArdle 

Head of Cumberland 
Fairview School Notices 
 
Welcome: Every new year at Aiken College brings a great deal of joy and cherished moments. I acknowledge it is an 
amazing blessing to be part of this community and experience the first day of school for new students and parents. It was 
a day of celebration and of course mixed emotions for our families, and it was also lovely to see many grandparents and 
other extended family members.  
 
The preparation of children starting Prep spans over six months and the hard work of all of the parents and staff during 
this time contribute to a successful beginning to school life. Beginning school holds many emotions; excitement, 
apprehension, anxiety, laughter and tears and these are all fine. All members of our community are supported and it was 
wonderful to see our new families join our College community.  
 
We welcome all our families to the 2017 school year. We look forward to a very exciting and rewarding year. 
 

Prep students on their first day 
of school with their families 

Prep K visiting 
Ms Neophytou in 

her office 

Exploring the playground Year 2B Water walk with Mrs Crisara 

 
The Fairview staff include:  

Prep B Miss Sophia Bubner 
Prep J Miss Gemma Jackson 
Prep K Miss Maria Koullas 
1A Miss Madeleine McAllister 
1M Mr Scott Munro 
2A Ms Bianca Duell and Mrs Sharon Peluso 
2B Mrs Michaela Di Paolo and Mrs Nicole Gilbert 
Teacher Assistant Mrs Sarina Mazzone 
Integration Aide Mrs Emma Pedersen 
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Chapel and Assembly - every Monday from 9.00am to 10.00am: Chapel service is scheduled every Monday from 
9.00am to 9.30am and it is then followed by a topic focused Assembly from 9.30am to 10.00am. We always welcome 
parents, grandparents and friends to these services. All visitors must sign in at the Chapel and Performing Arts Centre 
foyer. 
 
Assembly Schedule:   

Week Date Day Class Share 
2 06/02/2017 6 Kerrie Neophytou 
3 13/02/2017 1 Year 2A 
4 20/02/2017 6 Year 2B 
5 27/02/2017 1 Year 1M 
6 06/03/2017 6 Year 1A 
7 13/03/2017 1 Labour Day 
8 20/03/2017 6 Performing Arts 
9 27/03/2017 1 Easter 

 
Fairview Information Evening: The Fairview School Information Evening is scheduled for Monday 13 February 2017 
at 7.30pm in the Chapel and Performing Arts Centre. The session will provide parents with the opportunity to meet their 
child’s Homeroom teacher and discuss home and school expectations. It is crucial that parents attend, as it reinforces 
College procedures and ensures a smooth transition for the children. 
 
Allergies and Anaphylaxis: Anaphylaxis is the most severe and sudden form of allergic symptoms. An anaphylactic 
reaction can be serious and life threatening. We have a number of children with anaphylactic reactions to some foods. 
This was a discussion point with the children at assembly this week. Parents have received communication in regards to 
children in their child’s class, with such reactions. Please keep this in mind when you are preparing your child’s snack 
and lunch. The content of your child’s lunch box may cause a severe anaphylactic reaction to one of these children. If you 
plan to bring birthday treats to school, please speak to the Homeroom teacher before you prepare a treat. 
 
Please take note of the following points:  
• We request that the children bring to school a re-useable drink bottle and lunch box. We are also encouraging that the 

lunch box used eliminates the need for any plastic wrappers around food.  
• Each child is required to have a bottle of water at school. 
• Please ensure that your child is wearing the correct footwear. This includes: flat black lace up leather shoes or leather 

pull up boots, no buckles or velcro. Pull up boots are only worn in the Preparatory School and children entering Year 
3 must wear flat black lace up shoes. 

• Your child must bring their hat to school everyday. Children without a hat will not be permitted to play outside or 
participate in their Physical Education class. 

• It is also advised that your child bring a small tube/bottle of sun block. Please ensure that they have sun block on before 
they arrive to school. 

• Fairview children are not permitted to visit the canteen before school begins.  
• It is also compulsory that all hair is tied back in a pony-tail at all times. If the hair is at a length, which it can be tied 

back, it must be tied in a bottle green hair tie or ribbon. 
• Prep and Year 1 children are required to bring a spare change of underwear, socks and trackpants/shorts (blue or green) 

to school. 
Ms Kerrie Neophytou 

Head of Fairview 
Careers News 
 
Careers: We are delighted to be commencing a new school year and are excited about meeting with the Brookhill students 
as the year progresses. In room B21 we will continue with our open door policy where we are happy to meet with students 
during their study periods or at recess or lunchtime without an appointment. Of course students are also very welcome to 
make an appointment if they prefer. We are available to talk about career and course options, future pathways and subject 
selection and to assist with course and career research. We encourage all Year 12 students to come and see us at least once 
during Semester 1.   
 
We will be speaking at the Senior School information evenings and will be on campus for parent teacher interview 
sessions.   
 
The Career News is written and published fortnightly and will be available via My Aitken / Resources / School Life / 
Aitken News / Careers Newsletter / Careers Newsletters. Career News aims to keep parents and students up to date and 
informed about all things ‘career’ related, with details of seminars, workshops and information sessions, information about 
occupations, tertiary course updates, including new courses and Open Day information. Career News Issue 1 for 2017 is 
now available and includes an article from the Careers FAQ website which I found very interesting: ‘10 Skills You Will 
Need By 2020’. 
 
The Careers office is staffed most days except when we are at meetings or professional development seminars. Please 
contact us on 9333 1866 or email: careers@aitkencollege.edu.au.  

mailto:careers@aitkencollege.edu.au
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Class of 2006 10 Year Reunion: Friday 18 November 2016 saw dozens of Alumni return to Aitken College to celebrate 
their 10-year reunion. Attendance would have been even greater were it not for the fact that many of the group are currently 
dotted around the globe. The following from our Alumni seem like very good reasons for registering an ‘apology’ and an 
inability to attend.   
• Physiotherapist at Darwin Hospital 
• Finished Masters and beginning PhD studies in Vienna  
• Running a hotel in Canada 
• Working in a winery in the Medoc region, France 
• Employed as an industrial chemist in England 
• Nurse & midwife at Darwin Hospital 
• Teaching in Queensland 
• Orthoptist at Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital Brisbane 
 
While these Alumni were naturally missed, for those present it was a time to reminisce, laugh and catch up on news. And 
what an interesting group who are working in a variety of industries and leading productive lives.  
 
Amongst them: chef, early childhood educator, HR advisor, employment lawyer, business owner, flight attendant, 
personal assistant, marketing manager, vet nurse, osteopath, real estate sales, IT systems manager, teacher, medical 
information officer, logistics operations manager, property lawyer, senior account executive and local councillor, technical 
officer, graphic designer, nurse, electrician, business development executive, marketing & integration project manager, 
interior stylist and engineer. 
 
The highlight of the evening occurred when former staff member, Ian Francis, delivered a heart-warming and funny speech 
reflecting on his first year in the classroom as a graduate teacher. He regaled those gathered with his memories of ‘9F’ 
students who moved through the school to become the Class of 2006. Shelton Bond was also in attendance, and as at the 
Valedictory Dinner the previous evening was the ‘celebrity’ in the room, with every Alumni wanting to chat with him and 
have a photo taken.  
 
Friday’s guests took a tour of the grounds which Mrs Crisara was happy to conduct. You might suspect that for this group 
who had endured endless mud and limited facilities during their time at Aitken, they would be most impressed by the 
building programme and in particular the Chapel & Performing Arts building, Gymnasium, Technology Centre, Barn and 
general development of the grounds. But no! The high point of the night was re-visiting the VCE 3 building where Alumni 
made a bee-line for their lockers.  Shrieks of delight were heard and nostalgia reigned.  
 
Not surprisingly, many of the Alumni are partnered, married and/or parents. Consequently, the College will soon begin 
making offers of enrolment to offspring of ex-students! The wheel turns.  
 
Amazingly also, a number of the Class of 2006 are married to/partnered with each other. We might look back now and 
wonder how assignments and homework were ever completed on time when so obviously it was a case of ‘love is in the 
air’. 
 
It is a great joy and a privilege to have our Alumni return to the College and we love hearing of their adventures. 

 
Mrs Clare Borg and Ms Rae Gibbs 

Careers Advisers 
Performing Arts News 
 
Firstly, a warm welcome to 2017. As you may be aware, Mr Michael Cooper is currently on Long Service Leave and I 
am stepping in as Director of Performing Arts during his absence. Ms Claire Colthup will continue as Acting Head of 
Performing Arts, so enquiries about Primary Performing Arts programs and events can be directed to Ms Colthup. 
 
This week we have held the information session for the College Musical, ‘Footloose’. It was great to have so many 
students show an interest in being part of the performances this year. Auditions will be held next week and casting will 
be completed before the first rehearsal in the final week of February. Ms Claire Colthup will be Directing, supported by 
myself (Producer/Assistant Director) and Mr Nicholas Frampton as Musical Director. Performances will be held 
beginning of August. 
 
This year’s Middle School production is an adapted version of the well-known tale, ‘The Wind in the Willows’. An 
information session followed by auditions is scheduled in the next couple of weeks. Students in Years 7 to 9 are invited 
to audition for Mr Mike Arthur who will be directing this production, with the Year 10 Theatrecraft class managing the 
design and technical side of the show. Students should keep an eye out for information in student bulletins for the 
production which will take place next term, at the beginning of May. 
 
The major performance for this term is The Performing Arts Captains’ Concert which will be held in the Chapel and 
Performing Arts Centre on Wednesday 29 March at 7.30pm. This student-directed, annual fundraising concert is open to 
all students who would like to be considered for an item. Some years we have even had parents performing with their 
students and mixed year level groups. I encourage you to keep the date free as it only costs a gold-coin donation which 
will go towards a very worthy cause still to be finalised. 
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Finally, there are still spaces left in our various Music Ensembles, including the Strings Academy and the Band Academy. 
The Strings Academy, rehearse Wednesday’s from 3.15pm - 4.30pm and is open to any interested students from Prep to 
Year 4. The Band Academy, is targeted at students from Year 4 who are keen to develop their musical and performance 
skills (woodwind, brass or percussion instruments). Band Academy rehearse from 3.30pm - 5.00pm on Monday’s. Our 
private instrumental music program provides quality tuition in a range of instruments including piano, drum, guitar, bass, 
voice, saxophone, violin, flute and clarinet. For further information on any of the tuition programs offered, please do not 
hesitate to contact myself or our Head of Music, Mr Nicholas Frampton.  
 
We are looking forward to another high energy, action packed year. 

Ms Beth Thomson 
Acting Director of Performing Arts 

Physical Education News 
 
Primary Sport: Our first round of the Year 5 and 6 Summer interschool sport competition is Friday 17 February against 
School of Good Shepherd. Over the first two Fridays of this term, children were given the opportunity to try out for either 
cricket, basketball, softball or volleyball. Congratulations to the students who were selected for one of these teams. I 
encourage you to come along and support your child and your child’s team, on fixture days from 9.30am - 11.00am. Please 
note the following Summer Season fixture below. I look forward to seeing you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Our remaining Year 5 and 6 students will participate in an exciting school based sport program at the College. 
 
Please also note the following interschool sport dates this term: 
 
Monday 6 March - Woodlands Swimming Carnival 
Thursday 23 March - District Cross Country 

Mr Nigel Keegan 
Primary Sports Co-ordinator   

 
 

Free Parent Seminar at ISV 
 
The impact of pornography on young people has been described as an emerging public health crisis. What can parents 
do? The issue will be addressed in a free seminar for parents hosted by Independent Schools Victoria on Wednesday 
15 March 2017, from 6.00pm to 8.00pm. Hugh Martin, a psychotherapist and founder of the Man Enough program, 
will provide expert advice and lead the discussion. 
  
The seminar - the first of The Parent Seminars at ISV program will be held at the ISV offices at 40 Rosslyn Street, 
West Melbourne and light refreshments will be served. ISV is close to public transport and there is plenty of parking. 
To register, send your name to Student.Services@is.vic.edu.au with the words ‘Parent Seminar’ in the subject line.  

 
 

Date Fixture Venue 
Friday 17 February School of Good Shepherd v Aitken College School of Good Shepherd  
Friday 24 February Gladstone Views v Aitken College Gladstone Views 
Friday 3 March Aitken College v Westmeadows Aitken College 
Friday 10 March  Aitken College v Gladstone Park Aitken College 
Friday 17 March  Aitken College v St Dominic’s Aitken College 
Friday 24 March  Tullamarine v Aitken College Tullamarine   
Friday 21 April  Aitken College v Sirius College Aitken College   
Friday 28 April    FINALS Dallas Brooks Community PS        

http://www.manenough.com.au/
mailto:Student.Services@is.vic.edu.au
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Welcome back to all our returning OSHC families, and a special 
welcome to all our new families. In the next few weeks we will be 
getting to know everyone, sharing holiday stories and brainstorming 
new ideas for us to explore. As it is a new school year, we will start to 
redecorate our craft display board. Our first theme that we will 
explore this year will be summer, aimed at reinforcing sun smart 
practices so the children will eventually develop sun safe habits. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Reminder to all OSHC families  
 
At OSHC we have a “no hat”, “no play” outside policy so all 
children must bring a hat to OSHC. Children can leave a hat 
at the service if required. 
 



 

Volunteers Wanted for the 2017 
Kitchen Garden Program 

 

Be part of the Aitken College, Stephanie Alexander Kitchen 
Garden Program! 

The Semester 1 program involves Year 4 students growing 
vegetables and learning to cook with what they have grown. 

The success of this unique and exciting Program relies  
on the support of volunteers. 

 
You don’t have to be a green thumb or a master chef, you just have  

to love growing food, eating food and being with children. 

If you would like to volunteer in the kitchen or garden, we would  
love to hear from you. 

(All volunteers require a current Working with Children Check) 
 

Cooking and gardening classes are running weekly.   
 

 4A 4C 
Kitchen Session Day 10 (Friday) 11.20am - 1.20pm Day 2 (Tuesday) 11.20am - 1.20pm 

Garden Session Day 4 (Thursday) 2.10pm - 3.10pm 
 
Day 6 (Monday) 2.10pm - 3.10pm 
 

Day 3 (Wednesday) 12.20pm - 1.20pm 
 
Day 9 (Thursday) 12.20pm - 1.20pm 

 
Contact: Sarah Dennis 

sdennis@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 
 

                    

  

 

 



 

 

 
GREENVALE  

FOOTBALL CLUB 
 

 
 

Interested in playing  
Football in 2017?  

 
New players are welcome in all groups for 2017: 

 
 

Under 9s,11s,13s,15s,17s and 19s 
Auskick, Youth Girls Under 12s and 15s 

Seniors – three Teams 
 
 
 

Registration Day  
Sunday 12th February from 10am to 1pm  

at the Section Road Clubrooms Greenvale 
 
 

 

If you have any queries please contact 
Ken Hutchinson 0418 582 902 
Warren Pereara 0405 120 957 
Joanne Stillman 0423 652 023 

Auskick: Brett Tregenza 0450 308 153  
 

Visit our website www.greenvalefc.com.au for all the latest news 

http://www.greenvalefc.com.au/


We invite you to register your interest in some of the activities parents are involved with at Aitken College.
You can provide specific details if you wish next to the activities you have 

nominated. The College needs volunteers each year to assist with these programs. 
We thank you for helping out – you make a BIG difference.

Helpers can be parents, guardians and/or grandparents
Please note: All helpers must have a valid Working with Children's Check. 

Please provide a copy of your WWC Card when submitting this form. 

PARENT VOLUNTEER FORM 

Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Email: …………………………………………………….........….....   Phone: …………...………..  Mobile: ............................................

Students’ Name: …………………………………………………. Year Level: ……………………………………

(Please provide eldest student’s name and year level) 

Parents & Friends
Fathers/Mothers Day Stall 
Gifts for parent/guardian/grandparents.

Yes, I'd like to volunteer with: 

Set up/Pack up     
Serve Customers 
Purchase items to send       

Parents & Friends 
Performing Arts - Outside Hirers 
Serve in the CPA canteen for outside bookings 
during theatre /performance intermissions.

Yes, I'd like to volunteer with:

2017 Musical/Performing Arts 
Be a part of the creative and fun loving team that 
brings our performances to life! 

Yes, I'd like to assist with: 
 Costumes 

  Set Construction
  Backstage - during performances 
 Setting up and removing set & equipment 
 Arranging Meals/BBQ for cast and staff 
Canteen Duties during performances

Organising the Event 
Arrange Auction Items for evening 
Set up/Clean up Reading Assistance 

Activity Assistance 
  Excursion Assistance 

Parents & Friends Trivia Night                 
Be an assistant for the organisation and 
preparation of a fun filled evening including 
auctions.

Yes, I'd like to assist with:

Classroom Helper (Primary)
Get involved and assist in Primary classrooms with 
reading activities, craft activities etc. 
(Note: Parents must complete the Parent-helper course prior to 
commencing, this is arranged by the College) 

Yes, I'd like to assist with: 

Parents & Friends Preloved 
Uniform Sales
Sell second hand uniforms at our preloved 
uniform sales days. 

Yes, I'd like to assist with: 
Set up  

Wash/Clean items 

Serve Customers

Stephanie Alexander 
Kitchen & Garden Program
Put your culinary and/or gardening skills to work. 
Assist students in Food Tech and Garden 
preparing and maintaining kitchen and garden. 

Yes, I'd like to assist with: 
        Kitchen/Food Technology 

Gardening

Parents & Friends Fundraising 
Activities
Become part of a team and assist with 
Fundraising Activities.

Yes, I'd like to assist with :
Parent Business Directory 
Apron/Tea Towel Drive 
Hot Cross Bun Drive 
Any

Serve customers  
Make/Serve coffee
Sell canteen items (food)  
Cook BBQ (if required)

Parents & Friends 
Fathers/Mothers Day Breakfast
Join us at the College as we celebrate a special day 
for parents/guardians etc. Prepare and serve a 
cooked breakfast. 

Yes, I'd like to volunteer with: 
Set up/Pack up 
Serve Customers        
Cook Breakfast        
Make/Serve Coffee 

Or alternatively please print and hand in at Reception.

Canteen Duties
Assist with Canteen Duties on specified days.

Yes, I'd like to assist on:
Thursday 11am - 2pm 

Friday 11am - 2pm 

I would like to be on the Parents and Friends Committee I would like to assist with Parents & Friends activities

Working Bees
Assist with environmental programs or Farm 
activities to keep the school grounds looking at it's 
best. 

Yes, I'd like to assist with: 

 Environmental Programs 

 Farm activities

Library
Assist our library staff with various activities such 
as Student Book Club.

Yes, I'd like to assist with: 

Once form has been completed please click on button

Library activities           

Student Book Club


	OSHC NEWSLETTER Feb 10.pdf
	Aitken College | February


	Phone: 
	Mobile: 
	Students Name: 
	YearLevel: 
	Name: 
	Email: 
	setup: Off
	serve2: Off
	cook: Off
	coffee: Off
	serve3: Off
	coffee3: Off
	canteen: Off
	bbq: Off
	foodcookbbq: Off
	Canteen: Off
	Auction: Off
	Arrange: Off
	Setup/Clean: Off
	Reading: Off
	Activity: Off
	Excursion: Off
	Setupuniform: Off
	Wash: Off
	Serve: Off
	kitchen: Off
	Garden: Off
	Business: Off
	Apron/TeaTowel: Off
	HotCrossBun: Off
	Email Form: 
	Other2: Off
	costume: Off
	construction: Off
	backstage: Off
	setup set: Off
	ThursdayCanteen: 
	FridayCanteen: 
	Committee: Off
	Assistance: Off
	Setup: Off
	serve1: Off
	purchases: Off
	EnvironmentProg: Off
	Farm: Off
	Library: Off
	Bookclub: Off


